.Royal

®
@
@
®

¥ exgrvay RENRKWERKENR ADVERTISER

wwselliriaveelendadvertiser.couk Friday, MayB, 2015

Burgh says ‘willkommen’

to the visiting Highlanders. . .

Celebrations as the contingent from Selkirk’s twinned town of Plattling in Germany arrive

e ____JEeeere
and also visibly moved to
hear a pipe tune especially
m;m ik written and performed for
@biq[,mwndugg the ‘Highlanders' by Andrew
Bunyan. Inreturn, the group
presented Provost Ander-
elkirk found itself sonwith abottle of schnapps
invaded by atartan- | and a pennant showing their
clad contingentat emblem.
the weekend, al- Each Highlander also re-
beit one from a bit ceived a specially-made cer-
further awaythan abovethe | emonialarrowwith true blue
Highland Line. and scarlet fletchings from
The East Bavarian High- Elaine Pearson, before hav-
landers, who mostlyhail ing a session of archery with
from Selkirk’stwinnedtown | theZEitrick Forest Archersat
of Plattling in Germany, their range at Dunsdale.
ﬁl':fnre afascinition forall The next iiayathe High- :
things Scottis anders enjoye
-thehistory, "I'hlvl'oallyfeltat adayin Edin-
theculture,the homehereandthey burghandin
language and can’'twaittocome ‘heevening,
customs. back’ they were taken
Their enthu- to the Hain-
siasm is irresist- " ing Housefora
ible and infectious, and they | ‘bothy night’.
received a very warm wel- Theywere also shown
come from the Royal Burgh's | howtocastthe colours,and
provost, David Anderson, were suitably entertained by

and the guid folk of Selkirkat | Jimmy Gibb, AlanLindsay,
asmall welcome receptionin | Jenniand John Borthwick

the town hall following their
arrival on Thursday.

+ Theleader of the visiting
contingent, Thomas Kruse,
was clearly delighted to re-
ceive a quaich, beautifully

and Gary Smith, with haggis

| piesand beer.

On Saturday, the German
partytoured local historical
sights, including Smailholm
Tower, Dryburgh Abbey,

Provost David Anderson greets Bavarian Highlanders leader Thomas Kruse; Euan Macdougall demonstraits the casting of the colours; the party of visitors
enjoyed a civic reception and a session with the Ettrick Forest archers. (Photographs of civic reception and casting demonstration by Grant Kinghorn)

Scott’s View, Abbotsford
House and Hermitage Castle.

John Nichol, from Sel-
kirk’s Plattling Twinning
Committee, said the Royal
Burgh’s visitors certainly
knewtheir Scottish history.

“Some had visited Scot-
land before but this was their
first time in the Borders.
They really felt at home here
and they can't wait to come
back,” John told The Wee Pa-
per this week.

“The Highlandersare so
passionate about Scotland,
and their character perfectly
mirrors the Scottish temper-
ament with generosity and
humour.”

John added that firm
friendships were made and
the guests’ short time in the
Borders was a time of laughs
and smiles- and their slo-
gan: ‘We are always thirsty!”
was repeated regularly with
raised glasses.

Fellow committee mem-
ber Rob Duff commented:
“The Highlanders are the
epitome of cordiality and
there was arelaxed, warm
atmosphere from the very

start.

| “They've invited usto at-
tend their Highland Games
in a fewweeks and we'll cer-
tainly be there.”

The Highlanders were sad
toleave on Sunday morning,
but have all vowed to return.
On their departure, they
received the old expression,
‘haste ye back’. That they will
hasten backis beyond doubt.




